
 

 

May 2009 

Club Tours & Meeting Schedule 
         

March 2009 
         
       7ééé..Newsletter Deadlineé.....editor@wichitaas.coméééé. 

       23éé.....Early Bird Dinner at Bishops Family Diningééé..éé..é.....5:30 PM 

       23éé....Club Meeting at Minisa Park, 704 W. 13th Nééé.é.é..........7:00 PM 

           Program: "Fahrenheit Fright" troubleshooting the A cooling system        

       26-28é..MARC Membership Meet..... www.modelarestorers.org é.Marietta, GA 

        28éé..Garage Tourééééééééééééé....Clark, Hilger, Cushenbery 
 

 

April 2009 
         
       11.éé..Newsletter Deadlineé.....editor@wichitaas.coméééé.. 

       25éé...Ellinwood Touréééééééééééé...ééé.Sharp & Hileman 

       27éé....Early Bird Dinner at Golden Corral, 616 S. Ridge Rd Circle.......5:30 PM 

       27éé....Club Meeting at Minisa Park, 704 W. 13th Néé...é.é..........7:00 PM                         

       29éé...Newsletter Deadlineéé.editor@wichitaas.coméééé... 
 

May 2009 
 

         2ééé.McPherson Tour, Car Show & Restoration Centerééé....Mayginnes  

        18éé....Club Meeting at Minisa Park, 704 W. 13th Néé...é.é..........7:00 PM 
 

June 2009 
         
        7éé....Tanganyika Wildlife Park, Goddard, KSééééééééé....Phyes 

       14éé...All Wheels Day, Lake Aftonéééééééééé.é.Clark & Reeves 

       14-19é..High Country Tour... Model A Ford Club of CO...éé.Breckenridge, CO 

           www.coloradohighcountrytour.com     

       22-26é..MARC National Meeté...Henryôs Aôs Regioné...Merrillville, IN 

Calendar 1 

Meeting Minutes & Prez 2 

Future Tours & Events 3 

Tech Talk 4 

Creative Dealers 5 

Robertsonôs Model A é... 6 

Bunco Party 7 

Announcements 8 

Era FashionsðRegional Ads 9 

Future Model A Meets 10 

Classifieds 11 

Inside this issue: 

§ Ruth Goodman 

§ Sue Johnson 

§ Trudee Harshfield 

§ Vicki Hildibrand 

§ Linda Boivin 

March 
Refreshments 

 ²ƛŎƘƛǘŀ !Ωǎ aƻŘŜƭ ! CƻǊŘ /ƭǳō 

Volume 24 Issue 3 

March 2009 

Rumbleseat Review 

March 2009 

S M T W TH F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19  21 

22  24 25 26 27  

29 30 31     

P.O. Box 25 

Wichita, KS 67201 

April 2009  

S M T W TH F S 

     1  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

 11 12 13 14 15 
16 

17  19 20 21 22 23 

24  26 27 28 29 30 

31       

S M T W TH F S 

   1 2 3 4 

 6 7 8 9  11 

 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24  

26  28 29 30   



 

 

 Page 2  Rumbleseat Review 

²ƛŎƘƛǘŀ !Ωǎ /ƭǳō aƛƴǳǘŜǎ  

 The 265th Wichita Aôs 

meeting was called to order by 

President Ed Giesen on Feb-

ruary 23rd, 2009 with 126 

members in attendance. 

 It was moved by Eric 

Baggs, second by John Mas-

ters, to accept the January 

2009 minutes as printed in the 

Rumbleseat Review Newslet-

ter.   Motion passed.  

 New members are Bob 

and Sue Robare.  

 Treasurer Jim Clark 

gave a report on club financial 

activities.  There were no final 

figures on Swap Meet 

amounts. 

 Sunshine report by Bo-

nita Graham gave updates on 

Charlie Hawthorne, Opal 

Glasgow and Richard and 

Linda Kibbe family.  

 Correspondence was 

read. 

 Old business:  There 

were no reports from Wichita 

Area Car Club Council, 

MARC or MAFCA.  It was 

stated the Swap Meet was a 

success.  It was reported the 

Post Swap Meet Party had 52 

in attendance.  We had a good 

time with plenty of food and 

playing the Bunco game. 

 New business:  A film 

was shown on High Country 

Tour coming June 14-19, 2009 

with a special anniversary 

celebration being planned. 

Announced March 1st is dead-

line to add info to the Ros-

ters list as then being printed.  

President Ed Giesen shared 

the news and 45 year 

award from MAFA with the 

club. 

 Break session was taken 

with Virginia Courtright , 

Claudia Ellerman, Glenda 

Sill, Esther Stoss, Becky 

Straub and Dawna Ruggles 

providing refreshments. 

 Dennis Ellerman led 

the Tour Planning Program. 

     Meeting then adjourned. 

     Minutes recorded by  

     Lenette Kottas, Secretary 

We are heading into a new 

touring season and I am look-

ing forward to getting the A's 

out on the road soon.   

 

I would like to thank our Swap 

Meet committee for all of their 

hard work as well as all the 

members who helped to make 

the swap meet a success.   

 

If you have any tour ideas 

please contact our tour chair-

man, Dennis Ellerman, so 

he can get it on the calen-

dar.  With all the uncertainty 

that we face in this world it 

will be nice to enjoy our 

hobby and think of a simpler 

time. 

  Ed Giesen, President 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ bƻǘŜ 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜ 

 Please make a note the 

Ararat Shrine Swap Meet will 

be held at the Worlds of Fun in 

Kansas City, MO. 

 The touring schedule 

will be starting very soon.  

Richard and I are taking a 

short vacation during the first 

weekend of May.  I have 

moved up the May newsletter 

deadline to April  29, 2009.   

 Remember the club 

meeting is one week earlier in 

May.  It is scheduled on the 

18th because  Memorial Day 

falls on our normal schedule.     

 Linda Kibbe , Editor 

What we like to do the best! 
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CǳǘǳǊŜ Ψ!Ω ¢ƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 

 The High Country Tour is being held at Brecken-

ridge, CO on June 14-19, 2009.   Call me for the registration 

form or you can download the form off the internet: 

 

           www.coloradohighcountrytour.com     
                    
   Linda Kibbe éééé. 

March 28th 
 

We will meet at McDonalds at Ridge and 21st N. at 8:30 

AM.  We will need a head count.  Thank You 

 

     Call Jim Clark at ééé. before March 23.   

Garage Tour 

Memorial Weekend Tour 

May 23rd, 24th, 25th 
 

We will leave from McDonalds at 47th St. South and Broad-

way at 7:00 AM.  If you plan to have breakfast at 

McDonalds, be there early and ready to leave at 7:00 AM.  

We will visit; a Flint Hills Mustang Ranch, a Mansion, the 

Pensacola Hydro Damm, Darrell Starbirds Cars, Route 66 

Packardôs, the Cherokee Queen on Grand Lake, the Histori-

cal Coleman Theatre, and Route 66 Vintage Iron Motor Cy-

cle.   

 

Saturday night May 23rd, we will stay at Holiday Inn Ex-

press in Vinita, OK.  Rate is $76.48 + tax for a single or 

double.  Call 1(918) 256-4900 for reservations.   

Sunday night May 24th, we will stay at Microtel Inn & 

Suites in Miami, OK.  Rate is $49.00 + tax for single, $59.00 

+ tax for a double.  Call 1 (918) 540-3333 for reservations. 

 

Twenty rooms have been reserved for The Wichita Aôs.  

You need to make your reservation as soon as possible.  The 

cost of the tour is $15.00 per club member and $60.00 for 

guests. 

 

For questions and or information contact; 

 Dale Havercroft ééé.. or 

 Steve McLaughlin at éééé. 

 Dead line to sign up for this tour is May 9th. 

    

McLaughlin-Havercroft Tours 

     (a non-profit organization) 

  

M-H 

April 25th 

Come and join us for a spring tour on April 25th. We will be 

traveling to Hudson, Kansas to visit the Stafford County 

Flour Mills, where flour has been milled for over 100 years. 

After visiting Hudson we will eat lunch at the Heartland 

Cafe in Hudson. Then it is a short drive north to Ellinwood, 

Kansas where we will tour the underground tunnels located 

under some of the early business establishments in Ellin-

wood.  

 Cost... $5 per club member  

 $15 for non club members  

We will leave from the Kwik Shop in Maize (53rd & Maize 

Rd) at 7:00 am.  

Deadline to sign up is April 10.  

James & Judi Sharp and Gary & Donna Hileman, tour hosts.  

For information call Sharp's at éééé. 

Ellinwood Tour 
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        Tech Talk 

Steering Gear Lubricant 

When the Model A was new the steering box was 

equipped with an Alemite fitting to accept a com-

mon grease gun.  Big mistake! 

 

The owners manual clearly states that grease should 

not be used in the box but, who reads the manual 

anyway?  Maybe a few Ford mechanics. The Alem-

ite fitting was a signal for it to be filled with a grease 

gun and thatôs what a lot people did. 

 

As the steering gear was used, it didnôt take long be-

fore the worm and sector gears formed a path in the 

grease and left no lubrication at all, on these compo-

nents.  That left metal to metal contact of the teeth 

on the gears, and resulted in premature ware. 

 

It wasnôt until September of 29 that Ford finally 

came out with a service bulletin advising mechanics, 

not to use grease in the steering gear.  Even then the 

picture of the steering gear still pictured the grease 

fitting.  Finally in October of 29, after 2.5 million 

Model Aôs had been produced, Ford issued a service 

bulletin advising that the steering gear lubricator fit-

ting, was being replaced with a pipe plug. 

 

By then a lot of damage was already done and un-

knowing service stations and mechanics would re-

move the plug and put in a grease fitting, probably 

for ease of filling.   

 

Our club member, Wayne Orr has rebuilt hundreds 

of steering gears and he still finds this problem to-

day.  One recent box that he rebuilt was almost full 

of grease but the worm gear had been dry and actu-

ally rusted.   

 

The correct lubricant when the car was new was 

600W gear lube which is equivalent to EP140 gear 

lube today.  This is the same lube that is used in the 

transmission and differential.  Most Model A parts 

Service Bulletin October 1929 

To eliminate the possibility of mechanics putting 

grease instead of gear lubricant in the steering 

gear, the lubricator fitting has been replaced with 

a pipe plug. 

 

Never put grease in the steering gear.  Complaints 

of hard steering can invariably be traced to that 

source.  Use gear lubricant only in the steering 

gearðthe same lubricant that is used in the axle 

and transmission. 

suppliers today sell a product labeled 600W.  It is 

actually EP140 blended with 25% STP.  The STP 

adds a ñstickyò component to cut down on leakage.  

Some notable mechanics actually use pure STP in all 

of the Model A gear boxes which is probably ok.  

RG  

 



 

 

 In May 1927, after manufacturing 15 million 

Model T Fords,  Edsel Ford convinced his father, 

Henry that the appeal of the Model T  was starting to 

diminish and that a new Model was required, if they 

were to maintain their leadership in the industry.  

They actually ceased production and left their dealers 

ñhigh and dryò for 7 months while they retooled to 

Creative Dealers  

 The C.R. Gleason company of 

Bottineau, ND used this post card ap-

proach to supplement their business.  

Ford Motor Co. lost $72 million dollars 

in 1928 but turned out a $92 million 

profit in 1929 so you would have 

thought that this dealer would have been 

prosperous by June 29 when he mailed 

out these post cards.  Probably, he was 

just being creative to increase his busi-

ness in this small community.  RG 

 

 Thanks to Wayne Orr  for send-

ing this artifact.  
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build the Model A.  Some dealers went out of busi-

ness and others switched to other makes in order to 

keep the doors open.  When the Model A was intro-

duced in Dec. 27, the company almost immediately 

amassed orders for 500,000 cars and it took many 

more months to start delivering in quantity. 

POST CARD  FRONT & BACK 
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WƛƳ ϧ .ŜŀΩǎ aƻŘŜƭ ! !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ 

 Jim and Bea Robertson are natives of Jamestown, 

North Dakota.  Jim didnôt own a Model A while in school but 

soon after graduating high school, his younger brother talked 

his dad into purchasing two tree row specials from a local 

farmer.  Dad always regretted not purchasing a running coupe 

for $300 instead of the two derelicts for $75 each.  But, with 

the help of their Scoutmaster, who owned a garage and parts 

from JC Whitney they got it running enough for trips around 

the neighborhood. 

 Jim was off to college at North Dakota State.  This 

endeavor was interrupted about half way for a tour of the 

Army.  Upon return from overseas with a few dollars in his 

pocket he purchased a 1931 jalopy pickup which had been 

made from a converted Tudor with a farm made wood box. 

 With the help of local Model A enthusiasts and a ma-

chine shop in Grand Forks who rebuilt the engine and welded 

up the freeze cracks in the block, Jim rebuilt the pickup. 

 Jim and Bea were married in 1973, while he was still 

in college. 

 His senior project was to design and build a tow bar.  

With his Mechanical Engineering Degree in hand Jim and 

Bea moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa for his first professional 

job.  Of course they towed the Model A with the project tow 

bar. 

 The Cedar Rapids, Hawk óAô Model A club spon-

sored a National Meet in 1977 which was Jimôs first observa-

tion of judging the beautiful blue ribbon cars.  The Robert-

sons and their first born son actually were pictured in the 

Model A News, while attending that event. 

 Jimôs next job took them back to Bismarck, ND with 

the Model A in tow of course.  With the help of a very active 

club, Jim was able to buy a closed cab pickup body complete 

with the correct box. Then he was able to convert the jalopy 

to an authentic pickup.  With a new family, funds were tight 

but it became apparent that parades would be more fun in an 

open car, so they focused on finding a roadster pickup.  Jim 

collected most of the parts but was unable to find a roadster 

pickup body. 

 In the mean time, club members encouraged Jim to 

try a Model T so he put together a 1925 roadster pickup out 

of parts.  He had also collected all of the parts to build a 

Model A roadster pickup except the cab.  He had almost 

given up on finding a cab when a club member called him at 

work one day and told him about a 1928 roadster pickup cab 

at a garage sale down the street.  A fellow had moved to 

Texas and left his wife to ñclean out the garageò.  Jim didnôt 

dicker over the $200 price tag as he already had the rest of 

the parts to assemble a complete pickup. 

 Then a job change took the family to Buchanan, 

Michigan.  At this point it was necessary to sell the 31 closed 

pickup to make a down payment on the next house.  They 

still had the 25 Model T pickup and converted it to a touring 

car to better accommodate the expanding family.  After a few 

months in Michigan they retrieved the Model A roadster 

pickup parts (see picture) from storage in ND and assembled 

it unrestored. 

 Then came another job change that took the family 

to, Burlington, Iowa.  This time they sold the 1925 Model T 

touring to make the next house down payment.  The moving 

company loaded the cars in a van this time.  While living in 

Burlington Jim restored the Model A Roadster pickup with 

the help of club members and friends.  Just as they were leav-

ing Burlington for the next job a friend talked Jim into buy-

ing a 1924 Model T jalopy which he still owns.  He has some 

regrets about this purchase since it turned out to be the most 

worn out vehicle he has ever seen. 

28 Roadster Pickup assembled from parts gathered up in 

North Dakota  

Roadster Pickup parts transported from. Bismarck, ND 

to: Buchanan, MI.  Note: frame attached to the top of sta-

tion wagon  

Please see Jim & Bea, page 7 
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 The next job change took the family to Carol 

Stream, Illinois where they were welcomed into the Fox 

Valley Antique Car Club.  They were very active in this 

small club and thoroughly enjoyed the activities.  Living 

near Chicago the tours werenôt long but none the less en-

joyable. 

 

 In 2006 the family decided on yet another job 

change that would take them to Wichita, where Jim & 

Bea both landed employment in the engineering depart-

ment at Case New Holland. 

 The Fox Valley Club actually notified the Wichita 

Aôs that the Robertsons were on the way and would be 

potential club members.  We determined that their new 

address was in the Reece Farms addition near Goddard 

and Dale Havercroft  who also lives in that addition made 

a house call to welcome them to Wichita and the club. 

 They joined right away but werenôt active with all 

the tasks that go with settling in a brand new home. Then 

Jim got some help in getting an out of state title on the 

Model A transferred to Kansas and he also had John 

Stone rebuild the engine. 

 Now things seem to have settled down and the 

Robertsons can enjoy their new home and Model A club, 

they hope that their jobs donôt move them again.   RG 

Jim & Bea Robertson  

Jim & Bea    From Page 6 Bunco Party 

The party, last month, attracted 56 people and a wide va-

riety of covered dishes and many desserts.  After the 

meal, tables were set up for 13 bunko tables. 

 

By the time we concluded the games, 48, $1 coins were 

awarded to individual bunko winners.   

 

Grand prizes were awarded as follows: 

 

Mens high score:   Jim Robertson,  $25 Harbor Freight  

                                gift certificate 

Womens high:        Mary Hilger ,  $25 Applebees gift  

                                certificate 

 

Mens low score:    Steve Boivin,      $25 Harbor Freight  

                               gift certificate 

Womens low:         Brenda Broadhead,  $25 Applebees  

                                gift certificate  

 

Mens most punches:    unknown      $25 Harbor Freight  

                                gift certificate 

Womens most:       Bridgett Baggs   $25 Applebees gift  

                                certificate 

Sue Cushenbery, Jeanie & Ron Cole enjoying their 

meal before playing Bunco. 

Richard Kibbe and Bob Phye having a little discus-

sion over who gets the last piece of cake.   



 

 

Announcements 
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  April Birthdays  
 

  

 3 Terry Kalp 

 4 Robert Anderson 

 6 Ray Harshfield 

 7 Ray Hoffmans 

 10 Jerry Sharp 

 12 Fred Hilger 

 14 Louanna Cushenbery 

 14 Kim Grabendike 

 15 Gary Hileman 

 17 Brenda Broadhead 

 21 Mary Eastin 

 21 Rita Hoffmans 

 21 Carolyn Valerius 

 22 Jeff Dewey 

 23 Roberta Witte 

 24 Jim Reeves 

 26 Bert Courtright 

 27 John Masters 

 28 Dean Goodman 

 28 Judy Garrett 

 28 Bob Gordon 

 28 Charlie Guinty 

 

Newsletter Deadlines 
 

April 11, 2009 (for April) 

April 29, 2009 (for May) 

       New Baby on Board 
 

Richard and Linda Kibbe are the 

proud grandparents of Paige Elaine 

Schuster born on Feb. 19th.  Her 

proud parents are Darren and Amanda 

Schuster. 

 

April Refreshments 
 

 Grace Brooks 

 Barb Phye 

 Shirley Albers 

 Vinita Hawthorne 

 Nancy Slater 

 

May Refreshments 
  

 David Moore 

 Brenda Broadhead 

 Brigitte Baggs 

 Jane Hellar 

 Jane Sensroth 

 

 

Club Rosters 
    

Club Rosters have been mailed. 

PLEASE check your information 

and let me know if there are any 

corrections.  I used a different pro-

gram and want to correct any 

items I typed wrong.  

 

My Thanks!! to Linda Kibbe for 

providing the ads for the newslet-

ter.  Roster updates will be in the 

newsletter each month so you can 

keep your roster up-to-date.  There 

will be extra rosters at the March 

meeting.   

 

IF you move, let me know or the 

newsletter may not follow you to 

your new address.   Also, if you 

would like a list of Club e-mail 

addresses, let me know.  

 

Susan Stone, éé... 

éééé. 

 

 

Left to Right: Kim Giesen, Bonita Graham, Doris Jean 

Ludlow, Tama Fairleigh and Linda Kibbe 

²ƛŎƘƛǘŀ !Ωǎ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳ 


